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Dear families and staff: 
 
This is an update concerning the outbreak of Coronavirus (COVID-19).   I want to share any new conditions or considerations that have 
emerged in this ever-changing situation.  At this point, we still have no confirmed cases of Coronavirus in Lakewood.  
 
This morning, Governor Inslee and the Snohomish County Health District issued statements concerning schools and school events.  I 
wanted to share how we are approaching school and school events in Lakewood. The Department of Health is continuing to recommend 
that schools close only for confirmed cases.  We are evaluating each possible case of infection individually, including the circumstances 
that indicate the likelihood of exposure.  We are consulting with the Snohomish County Health District in each instance where potential 
concerns have arisen. So far, no cases have been confirmed.  In each case, the Health District has determined that the risk of infection has 
been low. I continue to recommend that you and your family make contingency plans for childcare or supervision in the event that a closure 
becomes necessary at some point. 
 
I also want to speak to new recommendations concerning public gatherings. State and county health officials are recommending that 
people avoid or reduce close contact with others at large gatherings of 50 or more people. Consistent with this guidance, many school 
districts are considering the cancellation of after-school or evening events likely to attract large groups of people. The following people are 
most at risk if they attend such community gatherings: 
 
•    Over 60 years of age 
•    Have an underlying medical condition, like heart disease, lung disease or diabetes 
•    Have weakened immune systems 
•    Are pregnant 
 
Lakewood School District is planning to continue to hold all pre-planned after-school or evening events for now.  We are continuing to 
support facility usage.  However, we recommend that all people, particularly those who fall into the higher-risk groups listed above, 
consider avoiding large events in which you are likely to be in close contact with others.  We also recommend that people who are in close 
contact with individuals in the high-risk categories above consider avoiding these large events.  As always, we encourage you to consult 
with your health care provider on such decisions.  We will be re-evaluating whether or not to hold large gatherings on a daily basis as the 
status of the Coronavirus outbreak evolves.  My goal is always to ensure that you have the most up-to-date information.   Such decisions 
are ones that each of you should be able to make for yourselves in light of reliable information and your personal circumstances. 
 
Should you decide not to attend one of these events, our district is planning to provide access to them digitally, through live-streaming.  We 
are still in the process of setting up this system.  Our intention is to have such access available as early as next week.  Please stay 
tuned.  Further communication will include information about where and how to access live-streaming.  We want to make sure that all 
members of our community have the opportunity to participate in the lives of our schools and students. 
 
Along with the considerations shared above, there is no substitute for continuing to practice basic practices of good hygiene: 
 
•    Washing hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds 
•    Avoiding touching eyes, nose, or mouth 
•    Staying at home away from others if sick 
•    Avoiding close contact with people who are sick 
•    Cleaning and disinfecting objects and surfaces, especially “high-touch” ones like doorknobs, counters, light switches, or remotes 
•    Covering mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing, then throwing the tissue in the trash and washing your hands 
 
I encourage you to remain prepared and informed as this outbreak unfolds. Please monitor reliable news and information sources.  If you 
would like more information about the Coronavirus (COVID-19) or get updates at the county or state levels, please feel free to visit the 
Snohomish County Health District website at https://www.snohd.org/484/Novel-Coronavirus-2019 or the Washington State Department of 
Health website at https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/Coronavirus. 
 
The DOH has also established a call center to address questions about COVID-19 from the public.  To access this information line, please 
call 1-800-525-0127. 
 
I will continue to keep you informed of developments in our community and schools.  The health and safety of our staff, students and 
families always comes first. 
 
Take care, 
Scott 
 
Scott M. Peacock 
Superintendent 


